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“Spanish-American Institute of International Education is an international program 
affiliated with the University of Wisconsin-Platteville, governed by Spanish rules and 

regulations that bring American and Spanish cultures and systems together”. 
 
 

Hispanic Culture in Cinema and TV 
Spring 2016 

 
 
 
Course Code: SPAN 4010 
Prerequisites: 5 semesters of college level Spanish  
Language of Instruction: Spanish 
Contact Hours: 42  
Credits: 3  
Professor: M.A. Pozo 
Email: spozo@saiie.com 
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A. GENERAL COURSE OBJECTIVES 
This class is aimed at those students with an advanced level of Spanish, who are 
competent linguistically speaking, but lack cultural and social competency, which often 
leads to culture shocks and misunderstandings.  Often American students don´t 
understand certain behaviors of Spaniards or feel uncomfortable in certain situations. 
Through different cinematographic and television scenes students will have the 
opportunity to get closer to different registers, varieties of Spanish dialects, habits and 
manners, communicative functions, etc, which will help them not only to know 
Hispanics better, but also to know how to react in certain new or different situations 
within Spanish culture.  It is likely that students will have to watch the films 
beforehand, in order to be able to work better and spend more time on the selected 
scenes for their didactic use.   
 
 
B.  COURSE PLAN 
1. Theoretic aspects. 
 
1.1. What is cinema? 
1.2. Culture and cinema.  
1.3. Spanish cinema. 
1.4. Hispanic cinema. 
 
2. Introduction to Spanish cinema. 
 
2.1. Cinematographic vocabulary. 
2.2. Goya Awards. 
2.3. Film festivals in Spain. 
 
3. Viewing of the film “Planta 4ª”: España, 2.002. Antonio Mercero. Didactic use. 
 
3.1. Greetings in Spanish: Speaking and sign language. 
3.2. Colloquial vocabulary. 
3.3. How to express agreement, disagreement, etc. 
3.4. Different varieties of Spanish. 
3.5. Some habits related to Spanish cuisine, etc.  
 
4. Viewing of the film “Te doy mis ojos”: España, 2003. Icíar Bollain. Didactic use. 
 
4.1. Colloquial and vulgar vocabulary. 
4.2. Spanish middle class families.  
4.3. Gender violence.  Social aspects and legislation. 
4.4. Family traditions in Spain.  Marriage, religion, and gender roles. 
4.5. Popular expressions. 
 
5. Viewing of the film “Volver”: España, 2.006. Pedro Almodóvar. Didactic use.  
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5.1. Rural Spain vs Urban Spain. 
5.2. Colloquial and vulgar vocabulary. 
5.3. How to give advice and how to reject advice. 
5.4. Different uses of articles. 
5.5. Use of some filler words like “hombre”, “venga”, etc. 
 
 
6. Viewing of the film “Solas”: España, 1.999. Benito Zambrano. Didactic use. 
 
6.1. Machismo in Spain. 
6.2. Different dialects in Peninsular Spanish.  
6.3. How to propose something to someone in different contexts.  
6.4. How to predict the future. 
6.5. The role of Spanish women in different generations: way of speaking, way of 
dressing, habits, etc.  
 
Note: At the beginning of each didactic unit of each scene a completely detailed guide 
will be handed out with all the functional, grammatical, lexical, and cultural contents, 
which students will work on in each of the selected scenes.  Given the extent of all of 
these, we will only show some at an illustrative level.  
 
 
C.  CLASS ATTENDANCE AND EXAMS 
 
Class attendance is mandatory.  Absences from class must be appropriately justified. 
Unjustified absences will be penalized in the following way.  
 
*4 - 6 ABSENCES: 5% OFF THE FINAL GRADE. 
*MORE THAN 6 ABSENCES: 10% OFF THE FINAL GRADE. 
 
Exam times and dates cannot be changed except in the case of illness, where the 
professor will need a justification of the absence signed by the doctor. 
 
The exams may consist of questions about vocabulary, grammatical structures, or 
cultural aspects studied in each one of the units, or even they may contain small 
written essays that are related to the topics previously studied. 

 
 
Exam 1: Wednesday February 17th  (in class hours) 
 
Exam 2: Wednesday March 16th  (in class hours) 
 
Final Exam: Wednesday May 4th  (8:30 - 11:30)  
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D.  GRADING 
 
97-100  A+  77-79   C+ 
93-96    A  73-76   C 
90-92    A-  69-72   C- 
 
 
87-89    B+  67-68   D+ 
83-86    B  63-66   D 
80-82    B-  60-62   D- 

 
Below  60  F 

 
 
Exam 1: 30% 
Exam 2:  30% 
Final Exam: 30% 
Attendance: 10% 
 
E.  RECOMMENDATIONS 
It is recommended that students: 
 

- Come to class having completed the reading and study tasks. 
- Take notes during study.  
- Take notes during class. 
- In the case of not understanding something, ask the professor in class or 

outside of class, as the professor is free to assist students at an appropriate 
moment or in a previously arranged meeting. 

- The email address to contact the professor is spozo@saiie.com 
 
 
F.  BIBLIOGRAPHY 
-Dossier 4010: Selection of documents, activities, and texts created specifically for this 
course.  
 
 
Please note 
 
Students can make use of resources that Seville´s public libraries offer, especially:  
 
- Biblioteca Infanta Elena en avd. Mª Luisa s/n  
- Biblioteca Central de la Universidad de Sevilla en c/ San Fernando nº 4  

 
 
 
 


